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Matthew 17 

The Transfiguration 

This means to change into another form.  The same announcement appears in Mark 9 v 2-8 

and Luke 9 v 28-36.  The transfiguration is also considered to be a forerunner of the 

appearance of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  Also one might take the following verses in 

Daniel to refer to the illumination of a great light that will accompany the resurrected wise 

ones in the future  

Daniel 12 v 1-4 
“Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your people, 

will arise.  And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a 

nation until that time; and at that time your people, everyone who is found written in the 

book, will be rescued.  2 Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these 

to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt.  3 Those who have 

insight will shine brightly like the brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those who lead 

the many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.  4 But as for you, Daniel, conceal 

these words and seal up the book until the end of time; many will go back and forth, and 

knowledge will increase.” 

Here in Matthew 17 the form of transfiguration was a sign to the few rather than to satisfy 

the demands of the Pharisees and Sadducees as we saw in the last chapter of Matthew. 

Matthew 16 v 1. 

The Pharisees and Sadducees came up, and testing Jesus, they asked Him to show them a sign 

from heaven. 

Matthew 17 v 1-3 
Six days later Jesus took with Him Peter and James and John his brother, and led them up on 

a high mountain by themselves.  2 And He was transfigured before them; and His face shone 

like the sun, and His garments became as white as light.  3 And behold, Moses and Elijah 

appeared to them, talking with Him. 

In this passage we see that Jesus’ face glows as the sun and his clothes become illuminated, 

leaving Peter and the other two amazed.  How would we respond?  One day we shall have to 

face God in all His glory. 

The Transfiguration was a secret event, see later in Matthew 17 verse 9 on page 3.  Jesus 

was only prepared to show His first called disciples, Peter, James and John.  Moses 

represents the Law; Elijah represents the Prophets.  Jesus had already said that He came to 

fulfil the Law and the Prophets. 
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Luke 16 v 6 
The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John; since that time the gospel of the 

kingdom of God has been preached, and everyone is forcing his way into it. 

Matthew 5 v 17 
17 “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but 

to fulfil. 

Acts 3 v 21 
…whom heaven must receive until the period of restoration of all things about which God 

spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from ancient time. 

There is a parallel event to the transfiguration in the book of Exodus. 

Exodus 24 v 9-18 
9 Then Moses went up with Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, 10 

and they saw the God of Israel; and under His feet there appeared to be a pavement of 

sapphire, as clear as the sky itself.  11 Yet He did not stretch out His hand against the nobles 

of the sons of Israel; and they saw God, and they ate and drank.  12 Now the Lord said to 

Moses, “Come up to Me on the mountain and remain there, and I will give you the stone 

tablets with the law and the commandment which I have written for their instruction.”  13 So 

Moses arose with Joshua his servant, and Moses went up to the mountain of God.  14 But to 

the elders he said, “Wait here for us until we return to you.  And behold, Aaron and Hur are 

with you; whoever has a legal matter, let him approach them.”  15 Then Moses went up to the 

mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain.  16 The glory of the Lord rested on Mount 

Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; and on the seventh day He called to Moses from 

the midst of the cloud.  17 And to the eyes of the sons of Israel the appearance of the glory 

of the Lord was like a consuming fire on the mountain top.  18 Moses entered the midst of the 

cloud as he went up to the mountain; and Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty 

nights. 

Moses took three men, Aaron, Nadab and Abihu and the seventy elders up to the mountain of 

God.  However, only Moses and his servant and successor, Joshua were allowed up to the place 

that the Lord had chosen and then only Moses was to see the glory of the Lord described as 

like a consuming fire. 

Later on in Exodus we read how Moses face shone, being in the presence of God caused his 

face to be illuminated. 
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Exodus 34 v 29  
29 It came about when Moses was coming down from Mount Sinai (and the two tablets of the 

testimony were in Moses’ hand as he was coming down from the mountain), that Moses did not 

know that the skin of his face shone because of his speaking with Him. 

 Matthew 17 v 4-13 
4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, I will make three 

tabernacles here, one for You, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”  5 While he was still 

speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud said, “This is 

My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!”  6 When the disciples heard 

this, they fell face down to the ground and were terrified.  7 And Jesus came to them and 

touched them and said, “Get up, and do not be afraid.”  8 And lifting up their eyes, they saw 

no one except Jesus Himself alone.  9 As they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus 

commanded them, saying, “Tell the vision to no one until the Son of Man has risen from the 

dead.”  10 And His disciples asked Him, “Why then do the scribes say that Elijah must come 

first?”  11 And He answered and said, “Elijah is coming and will restore all things; 12 but I say 

to you that Elijah already came, and they did not recognize him, but did to him whatever they 

wished.  So also the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands.”  13 Then the disciples 

understood that He had spoken to them about John the Baptist. 

Then Peter, true to form, responds to Jesus, he wants to build three tabernacles, for Jesus, 

Moses and Elijah.  Next, God the Father puts His seal of approval on the proceedings, 

speaking and telling the disciples to heed Jesus.  They were overcome and fell face down, but 

Jesus reassures them and tells them to let no-one know of what has just occurred until He 

has risen from the dead and then they shall be His witnesses until they go to be with the 

Lord.  The disciples then ask Jesus why the Scribes say that Elijah is to come first and his 

response makes them realise that He is talking about John the Baptist. 

Malachi 3 v 1-3 
“Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and he will clear the way before Me.  And the 

Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple; and the messenger of the covenant, in 

whom you delight, behold, He is coming,” says the Lord of hosts.  2 “But who can endure the 

day of His coming?  And who can stand when He appears?  For He is like a refiner’s fire and 

like fullers’ soap.  3 He will sit as a smelter and purifier of silver, and He will purify the sons 

of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, so that they may present to the Lord offerings in 

righteousness.
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Malachi 4 v 5-6 
5 “Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and 

terrible day of the Lord.  6 He will restore the hearts of the fathers to their children and 

the hearts of the children to their fathers, so that I will not come and smite the land with a 

curse.” 

Luke 1 v 8-17 
8 Now it happened that while he was performing his priestly service before God in the 

appointed order of his division, 9 according to the custom of the priestly office, he was 

chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense.  10 And the whole multitude 

of the people were in prayer outside at the hour of the incense offering.  11 And an angel of 

the Lord appeared to him, standing to the right of the altar of incense.  12 Zacharias was 

troubled when he saw the angel, and fear gripped him.  13 But the angel said to him, “Do not 

be afraid, Zacharias, for your petition has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a 

son, and you will give him the name John.  14 You will have joy and gladness, and many will 

rejoice at his birth.  15 For he will be great in the sight of the Lord; and he will drink no wine 

or liquor, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his mother’s womb.  16 And he 

will turn many of the sons of Israel back to the Lord their God.  17 It is he who will go as a 

forerunner before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers 

back to the children, and the disobedient to the attitude of the righteous, so as to make 

ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 

The Demoniac 

Matthew 17 v 14-23 

14 When they came to the crowd, a man came up to Jesus, falling on his knees before Him and 

saying, 15 “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is a lunatic and is very ill; for he often falls 

into the fire and often into the water.  16 I brought him to Your disciples, and they could not 

cure him.”  17 And Jesus answered and said, “You unbelieving and perverted generation, how 

long shall I be with you?  How long shall I put up with you?  Bring him here to Me.”  18 And 

Jesus rebuked him, and the demon came out of him, and the boy was cured at once.  19 Then 

the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could we not drive it out?”  20 And He 

said to them, “Because of the littleness of your faith; for truly I say to you, if you have faith 

the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will 

move; and nothing will be impossible to you.  21 But this kind does not go out except by prayer 

and fasting.”  22 And while they were gathering together in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The 

Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men; 23 and they will kill Him, and He 

will be raised on the third day.”  And they were deeply grieved. 
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The disciples have been unable to heal the lunatic and they ask Jesus to help them.  He 

responds by reproving the demon in the boy and he is healed.  When there is no response to 

our endeavour to heal the sick, or if the problem persists, Jesus tells them and us, the reason 

why. 

1. At the smallness of their faith.  This means that our relationship with Jesus is not 

established sufficiently enough to hear Him.  We have to observe certain conditions if 

we are to move in authority and power to heal the sick. 

Mark 11 v 22-26 
22 And Jesus answered saying to them, “Have faith in God.  23 Truly I say to you, whoever 

says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, 

but believes that what he says is going to happen, it will be granted him.  24 Therefore I 

say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have received them, and 

they will be granted you.  25 Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything 

against anyone, so that your Father who is in heaven will also forgive you your 

transgressions.  26 But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father who is in heaven 

forgive your transgressions.” 

Mark 16 v 14-20 
14 Afterward He appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at the table; 

and He reproached them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not 

believed those who had seen Him after He had risen.  15 And He said to them, “Go into all 

the world and preach the gospel to all creation.  16 He who has believed and has been 

baptized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned.  17 These signs 

will accompany those who have believed: in My name they will cast out demons, they will 

speak with new tongues; 18 they will pick up serpents, and if they drink any deadly poison, 

it will not hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”  19 So then, 

when the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven and sat down at 

the right hand of God.  20 And they went out and preached everywhere, while the Lord 

worked with them, and confirmed the word by the signs that followed. 

Hebrews 11 v 1-3 
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  2 For 

by it the men of old gained approval.  3 By faith we understand that the worlds were 

prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things which are 

visible. 
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Hebrews 11 v 6-12 
6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe 

that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.  7 By faith Noah, being 

warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence prepared an ark for the salvation 

of his household, by which he condemned the world, and became an heir of the 

righteousness which is according to faith.  8 By faith Abraham, when he was called, 

obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, 

not knowing where he was going.  9 By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in 

a foreign land, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; 10 

for he was looking for the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.  

11 By faith even Sarah herself received ability to conceive, even beyond the proper time 

of life, since she considered Him faithful who had promised.  12 Therefore there was born 

even of one man, and him as good as dead at that, as many descendants as the stars of 

heaven in number, and innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore. 

2. Their unwillingness to spend time with God on behalf of the sick person.  We are happy 

to give times to other things but we are not always prepared to deny ourselves for 

those in need. 

3. There is a measure of anointing give to all believers but not everyone has the same 

measure of faith.  Jesus said it was according to their faith that they were healed.   

4. Individuals are given the gift of faith and the gifts of healing.  Note that the Holy 

Spirit gives to us as He wills, at the same time we may all expect to receive gifts 

because it is the Fathers’ will to give us the Holy Spirit to enable us to serve Him.  

There are a number of pointers for us to consider in Mark 11, 16 and Hebrews 11 as 

quoted earlier on page 5 and on this page, above, but see also James 1. 

James 1 v 1-8 
James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes who are 

dispersed abroad: Greetings.  2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various 

trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  4 And let endurance 

have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.  5 But if 

any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, 

and it will be given to him.  6 But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who 

doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind.  7 For that man ought not to 

expect that he will receive anything from the Lord, 8 being a double-minded man, unstable in 

all his ways. 

http://www.peacemakers-international.com/who_we_are/
http://www.peacemakers-international.com/who_we_are/


Teach -In No. 15 The Gospel of Matthew Chapter 17 – Shared with SCF* 0ctober 1991 

Page 7 of 9 

 
These Bible notes have been provided as a resource by Peacemakers International.  They were produced by Dennis Marshall 

who founded our organisation, about which you can find more information at http://www.peacemakers-

international.com/who_we_are/ 

*SCF- Stevenage Christian Fellowship where Dennis Marshall was Pastor 

 

These verses that we are looking at are initially only printed words!  They have to be written 

on our hearts.  Memory texts and verses are meaningless unless accompanied by a renewed 

mind of faith in Jesus Christ, He is our saviour, deliverer and healer. 

John 15 v 5 
I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, 

for apart from Me you can do nothing. 

To be apart from Jesus is to be separated from all that He wants to give us.  There are 

further encouragements that appear in 1 John. 

1 John 2 v 15-29 
15 Do not love the world nor the things in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the 

love of the Father is not in him.  16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh 

and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is 

from the world.  17 The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does 

the will of God lives forever.  18 Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard 

that antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have appeared; from this we know 

that it is the last hour.  19 They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for 

if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, so that it 

would be shown that they all are not of us.  20 But you have an anointing from the Holy 

One, and you all know.  21 I have not written to you because you do not know the 

truth, but because you do know it, and because no lie is of the truth.  22 Who is the 

liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ?  This is the antichrist, the one 

who denies the Father and the Son.  23 Whoever denies the Son does not have the 

Father; the one who confesses the Son has the Father also.  24 As for you, let that 

abide in you which you heard from the beginning.  If what you heard from the beginning 

abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father.  25 This is the promise 

which He Himself made to us: eternal life.  26 These things I have written to you 

concerning those who are trying to deceive you.  27 As for you, the anointing which you 

received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you; but as 

His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has 

taught you, you abide in Him.  28 Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He 

appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming.  

29 If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone also who practices 

righteousness is born of Him. 

We may have knowledge of the Word, we may know about these things, but we are to allow 

them to become flesh in us.  The old way of thinking has to die and we are to put on the new. 
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Colossians 3 v 1-25 
Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where 

Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the 

things that are on earth.  3 For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  4 

When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.  5 

Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, 

passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry.  6 For it is because of these things 

that the wrath of God will come upon the sons of disobedience, 7 and in them you also once 

walked, when you were living in them.  8 But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, 

malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth.  9 Do not lie to one another, since you 

laid aside the old self with its evil practices, 10 and have put on the new self who is being 

renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him— 11 a 

renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and 

uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all.  12 So, as 

those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, 

humility, gentleness and patience; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, 

whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.  14 

Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.  15 Let the peace of 

Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.  16 

Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one 

another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to 

God.  17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 

through Him to God the Father.  18 Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the 

Lord.  19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them.  20 Children, be 

obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord.  21 Fathers, do not 

exasperate your children, so that they will not lose heart.  22 Slaves, in all things obey those 

who are your masters on earth, not with external service, as those who merely please men, 

but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord.  23 Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as 

for the Lord rather than for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward 

of the inheritance.  It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.  25 For he who does wrong will 

receive the consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality. 
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The Tribute Money 

Matthew 17 v 24-27 

24 When they came to Capernaum, those who collected the two-drachma tax came to Peter 

and said, “Does your teacher not pay the two-drachma tax?”  25 He said, “Yes.”  And when he 

came into the house, Jesus spoke to him first, saying, “What do you think, Simon?  From 

whom do the kings of the earth collect customs or poll-tax, from their sons or from 

strangers?”  26 When Peter said, “From strangers,” Jesus said to him, “Then the sons are 

exempt.  27 However, so that we do not offend them, go to the sea and throw in a hook, and 

take the first fish that comes up; and when you open its mouth, you will find a shekel.  Take 

that and give it to them for you and Me.” 

The chapter concludes with Jesus encouraging the disciples to pay their taxes; He sends 

them fishing and yet another miracle takes place following His teaching.  This is how the 

Christian lifestyle should be developing in all of His disciples.  Praise the Lord for He is the 

same yesterday, today and forever. 
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